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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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“DOOMED. 


By Evangelist Robert J. 


“As it is written, There is 


seeketh after God. 
“They are all gone out of 


one. 


“Whose mouth is full of 
“Their feet are swift to 


Is Hope” 


Yet There 


Wells, Associate Editor 


none righteous, no, not one; 


“There is none that understandeth, there is none that 


the way, they are together 


become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not 


“Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues 
they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: 


cursing and bitterness; 
shed blood: 


“Destruction and misery are in their ways: 
“And the way of peace have they not known: 
Bionadtted is no sn of God before their eyes. 


“Now we know that what 


things soever the law saith, 
it saith to them who are un- 
der the law; that every mouth 
may be stopped, and all the 
world may become guilty be- 


: | fore. God, 


“Therefore by 1 the deeds of 
the law there shall no flesh 


- : be justified in his sight; for 
; | by the law is the knowledge 


| of sin.” (Rom. 3:10-24). 


_ DR. ROBERT J. WELLS 


One of the greatest needs of the 
day is a revival of the old fash- 
ioned doctrine that teaches the 


absolute, utter depravity of the 
human race! We are living in 
times when men laugh at the idea 
that all men are sinners; when 
preachers preach about the “spark 


(Continued on page three 


because ye ask not.” 


Prayer Is Asking 


The first thing about this verse 
is, it is obvious that in the Bible 


people have made prayer some- 
thing else. Some think it is medi- 
tation, but it is not. Meditation is 
good. The Bible has said that we 
should meditate day and night in 
the Word of God. Meditation is 
good, but meditation is not prayer. 
Adoration is good.. People ought 
to adore the Lord. But when you 
come to adore the Lord and praise 


‘prayer is asking. Now too. many. 


The subject for this afternoon is James 4:2, “Ye have 
not, because ye ask not.” Let me read the first two verses, 
“From whence come wars and fightings among you? come 
they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members? 
Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, 
not obtain: ye fight and war, 
ask not. Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that 
ye may consume it upon your lusts.” Now I will read again 
the last half of the second verse, James 4:2, “Ye have not, 


and desire to have, and can- 
yet ye have not, because ye 


This afternoon I am speaking on “Asking and Having.” 
The two go together. I want you to be very prayerful, and 
I believe that God will help you to learn how to pray. 


Him, that isn’t prayer. Praise ‘s 
good, but praise is not prayer. 


“Who so offereth praise .glorifieth. 


me,” says the Word of God. And 
many times we are commanded 
to offer thanksgiving. But thanks- 
giving is one thing and prayer is 
another. Praise is one thing; and 
prayer is another. Here the Lord 
says, “Ye have not, because ye 
ask not.” Now it is a mighty good 
thing for you to come sometimes 
and wait on God for a good while, 


George Washington, 
Christian 


Asking and 
Having | 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 
(Preached in 1942—mechanically recorded) 


DR. JOHN R. RICE 


and all the adoration and all the 
praise.and the meditation—these 
things are all good; but you have 


_ | “ABSENTEEISM” 


By Rev. Sam Morris, D.D. 
“The Voice of Temperance,” P.O. Box 
2478, San Antonio, Texas 


of a series of articles 


By Harry Albus gotten off the track on prayer 
when you think these things are 
prayer. No, prayer is asking. For 
instance, in Matthew 7:7, 8 the 
Scripture says, “Ask, and it shal]. 


be given you: seek, and ye shall’ 


On the gravestone of George Washington, the first president of 
the United States, and a man of prayer, is the following epitaph: 
“Tl am the resurrection and the life.” Silencing forever the mock- 
ing critics by his personal testimony safely preserved in his will, 


? | ! 7 | find; knock, and it shall be opened 
ty ss “a and the War) up sales in the night clubs, tay-| which is recorded in the courthouse of Westmoreland County, Vir-| unto you. For every one that 
€ n Booze erns, roadhouses, honky-tonks and | ginia, we read these words: “Being heartily sorry, from the bottom) asketh receiveth.” There it is 
[he home front is fully as im-| juke joints, the thousands of men| of my heart, for my past sins, most humbly desiring forgiveness of| clear, quite clear, that in the 
portant in time of war as the|employed to pack, handle and| the same from the Almighty God, my Saviour and Redeemer, in whom, | Bible asking is prayer. Prayer is 
be ttlefront. Both are absolutely | transport alcoholic beverages, and} and by the merits of Jesus Christ, I trust and believe assuredly to be | 45king. Prayer isn't just theology, 
mecessary. One cannot win with- (Continued on page seven) saved and to have full remission and forgiveness of all my sins.” prayer isn't just meditation, pray- 
gut the other, and if one fails to 2 Whenever we find such a thrill- vad isn't just shige ar hee 
. nection the other weakens. Aj ing testimony of the father of our ie is coming to as or 
; gen-age boy in the United States country, our curiosity is aroused cnt thee 
! Be ines, fighting on the hot sands and as a young child who has had I remember years ago when I 
of Africa, is said to have written: his first ice cream cone, we cry beng Sale when sce ps gon 
out for more! And more evidence W, 
: he +P qed woe Masa we can readily find. “Early in our pray <> omer ea to Fry 
t c Because of things you failed to search we discover that Washing- : mg om i that. ri ar cid is, 
; make, ton’s religious principles and char- , the same i. a Ph Ba e — 
r The extra tank, or ship, or plane, nar opigaory sibrach ona ec ought to be ashamed, That is sel- 
t For which we waited all in vain, whe yet a young fish, You are always asking God 
{ these supplies which never His parents were ‘members of for something.” - 
came, the Church of England, then the And I thought, “Well, that is the 
4 established church in Virginia. 

; Will you then come and take way I do, sure enough.” You know, 
Sy the blame? They brought up young George to Iwas reminded of the popular 
4 For we, not you, will pay the cost reverence the Bible as the Word song of a good many years ago, 
y, . 2 Of battles you, not we, have | of God. Family prayers were held “Why Don’t You Write When You 
y. _ "Ioat. twice a day which always included Don’t Need Money.” And they 
% . a The thousands u thousands | reading from the Bible. embarrassed me, these modernists, 
z ef men, women upon th people : Washington’s mother, a woman on prayes. And they said, “You 

ek employed to serve booze and ring (Continued on page eight) (Continued on page two) 
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_ Here that is quite clear. 


| PAGE TWO 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, April 6, 1945 


ASKING & HAVING | 


(Continued from page one) | 


needn’t come and always say, 
‘Lord, give me this and give me 
that’,” etc., and so I was entbar- 
rassed about it. But when I study 
the Bible, I find that in the Bible 
prayer means asking God. for 
something. Prayer in the Bible is 
this: “Friend, lend me_ three 
loaves.” Prayer in the Bible is, 
“Avenge me of mine adversary,” 
or more clearly in the language 
of our Saviour when He taught 
us to pray, prayer is, ‘Give us 
this day our daily bread, and de- 
liver us from the evil one and 
forgive us our sins.’ Prayer is 
asking. Anything else isn’t prayer. 

When you come to God and 
brag.on Jesus Christ and talk 


around the world, why you are 
not praying. Prayer is asking. It 
is all right to put some other 
things in as well as to pray, but 
prayer means you ask God for 
something. Now prayer is not a 
limousine riding around over the 
city and looking at the sights, 
down by the side of the lake and 
out through the park and by the 
principal buildings. Prayer is not 
a sight-seeing tour. Prayer is not 
just communion with God or with 
anybody else. Prayer is asking 
God. It is taking the truck and 
backing up to the warehouse and 
going home with the bacon. That 
is prayer in the Bible sense. “Ye 
have not, because ye ask not.” 
“Ye have not, because ye ask 
not.” 


And now the second thing is 
quite clear, and connected with 
the first part here, that according 
to the Bible asking ought to be 
followed by having. That is, the 
proper answer to prayer is “Yes.” 
The proper answer to prayer is 
an affirmative. The real answer 
to prayer is getting something 
from God. That is brought out 
so well in the book, Getting 
Things From God, by Dr. Charles 
A. Blanchard, the former presi- 
dent of Wheaton College, and the 
book is published by Moody Press. 
It is quite clear that according 
to the Bible the proper answer to 
a prayer is “Yes.” 

I know sometimes people have 
said, “Well, sometimes God says, 
‘Yes,’ and sometimes God says, 
‘No,’ and sometimes God says, 
‘Wait awhile.” But all of these 
are equally an answer to prayer.” 
But that isn’t what the Bible says. 
Here the Bible says, “Ye have 
not, because ye ask not.” And in 
Matthew 7:8, “For every one that 
asketh receiveth; and he _ that 
seeketh findeth; and to him that 
knocketh it shall be opened.” That 
is God’s plan about prayer. You 
ask when you pray, and you re- 
ceive when you get your prayer 


answered. Asking is praying. And 


having is an answer to prayer. 


I know that some people have 
an idea that prayer is more or less 
a matter of fine, spiritual exercise, 
and tell you to go ahead and pray, 
you'll feel better, and anyway, 
even if you don’t get anything 


from God, it will be good for your | . 


soul. You will grow im grace; it 
is fine exercise for you to pray, 
whether you get anything from 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


tered as second 


EVANGELIST 20m. Buc 


- 


God or not. You ask God for 
things, and then go ahead and get 
them yourself by your own hard 
work. That is the doctrine of the 
modernist and the unbeliever. 

That reminds me very much of 
an incident that happened in Chi- 
cago. A couple of years ago I was 
guest in a home, in a nice, lovely 
apartment. They had an electric 
horse. Now I grew up down in 
west Texas, and I was accustomed 
to riding horses all my life. My, 
we raised some fine, high bred 
horses. They had an electric horse, 
and they said, “Let Brother Rice 
ride him.” So, I got on the electric 
horse and we pushed the button 
and here we go—galloping, gallop- 
ing, galloping, galloping, galloping, 
you know. Your tie flops out and 
your hair is uncombed, and all that. 
But when I got off, I was just 
where I got on; I handn’t gone 
anywhere. That is what a lot of 
people want in prayer. That was 
exercise all right, if exercise is 
what you want. But I didn’t get 


anywhere. That is the way a lot 
of people are about their prayers. 


A woman wrote me not so long 
ago and said, “You are on my 
prayer list,” she said. “I pray for 
you every day. Ever since you 


for a revival campaign I have 
had you on my prayer list.’”’ Now, 
I never had been in that town. 
She was talking about somebody 
else. But it was a formal part of 
her prayer life to call the name 
of somebody. A name was on her 
list, and she thought maybe it 
was me. But it was not. That is all 
prayer meant, I am afraid, to her 
and to some others. 


Now listen, friends, the Lord 
teaches us here that prayer means 
asking, and a proper answer to 
prayer is to get things from God. 
We ought to get things from God 
when we come to pray. We ough 
te get things! : 
Well, you say, “But now, Broth- 
er Rice, suppose you ask for 
something that isn’t right. Sup- 
pose. you ask for something that 
isn’t in the will of God. Suppose 
you ask for something to consume 
it on your own lust?” But, my 
dear friend, don’t you know that 
a Christian can learn to pray in 
the will of God? In the first place, 
we have the Bible to show us what 
God wants us to pray for. In the 
second place, we can have the 
leadership of the blessed Holy 
Spirit. “We know not what we 
should pray for as we ought,” and 
God knows we are so frail, there 
is so little of fervor, there is so 
little of real concern in our hearts 
about praying—God forgive us, it 
is a wonder we ever get anything 
from God. But the Holy Spirit 
prays with groanings that cannot 
be uttered. And He asks for things 
that are according to the mind of 
God. The Holy Spirit knows just 


sie and. Foreign "Ovuntele:” $280 


were in such and such a town. 


what to pray for. Any Chris- ' 


I come to God for things I need 


‘just as definitely as I needed gas 


to drive over to Harvey to the 


‘revival services last night. 


Well, suppose there was a time 
back yonder—and there was, 
twenty odd years ago. There was 
a lovely girl, I could hardly live 
without her. And so I asked her 
to be my wife. Suppose she had 
said to me, “No.” Or suppose she 
had said, “Wait awhile.” Would I 
have gone away saying, “Well, I 
got my request answered all 
right.” ? You think I would? Well, 
if I wouldn’t say that about my 
sweetheart, why should I say it 
about God? God is as personal 
and as definite as my wife. And 
I need Him more than I needed 
my wife, “and why shouldn’t I 
expect a definite answer? 

Now I'll tell you, every Chris- 
tian when you come to pray you 


} ought to have this attitude 


towards your prayer. “Now, Lord, 
if there is anything wrong with 
this prayer, you show me. If this 
prayer isn’t in your will, you show 
me; and I'll change it. But I come 
on the basis that I ought to be 
able to get things from God, and 
you show me how to ask the 
prayer that is right; and then I'll 
expect to stay here until I get the 
answer to it.” Don’t you think 
that is true? 


Not long ago a woman said to 
me, “Well,” she said, “I have been 
praying for my husband for 
twenty-three years, and I believe 
that if it is the will of God he’ll 
be saved; and I believe he will 
some of these times.” And I said, 
“If you don’t watch out, your 
husband is going to Hell. If you 
don’t get down to business on this 
matter, your husband may wake 
up in Hell because you don’t care 
about it.” Now she didn’t go at 
this like God intends for us to go 
about a lost soul. Do you believe 
it was God’s will that that lost 
husband should continue for 
twenty-three years and that he 
would hate God, he would go on 
in his blasphemy and his drink- 
ing? And do you think it was 
that wife’s place to be very com- 
placent and say, “Well, it doesn’t 
bother me. I think some of. these 
days before it is too late he is 
going to be saved.,’ Do you think 
so? No, no! When we come to 
pray we ought to pray in the will 
of God, we ought to ask for some- 
thing definite and then we ought 
to be able to get defihite things 
from God. 


Prayer Is God’s Appointed 
Way For Christian’s To 
Get Things — 

Now, the third thing I call to 
your attention in this verse of 
Scripture, James 4:2, the last half 
of the verse,““Ye have not, because 
ye ask not’—the i thing is 
this, that prayer is ’S appoint- 
ed way for Christians to. get 
things. I’d like for you to note 
that now. “Ah,” Christians say, 
“Prayer is all right. Sure, prayer 
is all right, but’—No, not just all 
right, “but.” It’s just all right. It’s 
God’s own appointed way for 

Christians to get things. 


I remember in Sherman, Texas, 
a good many years ago in a re- 
vival effort, in the big open-air 
services I preached one day on 
prayer—out on the courthouse 
lawn, and people moved when the 
sun moved over and the trees 
didn’t shade us, and then moved 
over a little more; and we had a 
good time out there in the open 
air. And when I got through 
preaching a good old Baptist 
deacon said, “Now, Brother Rice,” 
he said, “say, I believe in prayer, 


talk like a man could just talk 


wanted and ask—and ask—well, 
ask for a barrel of pickles if he 
| wanted it!” Well, I smiled, but 


many a thing that was harder 
| than a barrel of pickles. And if I 
needed a barrel of pickles, you 
can just bet I'd pray for it!” 
That is right. Why not ask God 


for a barrel of pickles? Whoever 


started this foolish and wicked] “I came on home, and I got a 
pena lie unbelief that the Seige letter from that young man, and 
could for daily bread, and the : “ 

Jews could ask for material a veg ry a — 
things, etc, that God gives the Rice, tell you now, wish I 
Jews material things; but Godjcould just tell everybody in the 
doesn’t give us, His own children| world that God not only saves 
in these days of grace, God doesn’t | poor sinners, but He answers peo- 
give us material blessing? “Our|ple’s prayers.” How he rejoiced 
blessings are all in the heaven-| that he learned this secret that 
lies,” they say. I don’t believe a|God answers prayer for daily 
word of it. I don’t believe a word| needs and material things. “Ye 
of it! It isn’t taught in pout euro have not, because ye ask not.” 
No, sir. No, my friends, oves| Yes, prayer is God’s appointed 
me as much as He loved any Jew | way for a Christian to have what 
back yonder. God bless the Jews. he needs. Here’s a man hasn't a 
and may God open their hearts | 555 He says, “Well, I'll tell you, 


| thing wrong with me, You show 


but” he said, “my, my—why, you 
to God and ask for whatever he 


I said, “I have asked God for|} 


to receive their Messiah, their} 
Saviour; but I'll tell you that Old 
Testament saints didn’t have any 
more than we have. God loved 
them as well but no better. And 
here it is, “Ye have not, because 
ye ask not.” If this verse means 
just what it says, then you have 
not jobs because you ask not jobs. 
Now, that’s right. 

I was in Jackson, Michigan, in 
August a year ago in revival serv- 
ices. And I suddenly felt im- 
pressed in the midst of a service 
to stop and point my finger at a 
young, man on the second seat; 
and I’said, “Do you have a job?” 
And hé said, “No, I don’t.” “Well,” 
I said, “ why don’t you ask God 
for it?” Well, he looked a little 
embarrassed, and he said, “Well, 
I believe I will.” I said, “You go 
home tonight and you ask, ‘Lord 
if there is anything wrong in my 
life that displeases You, You show 
me. If my will isn’t right, no mat- 
ter —you show me,” and then 
when you get the thing straight- 
ened up You help me to know it; 
and I’m going to ask you for a 
job. God, give me a job.” I said, 
“Will you do that?” 

And he said “Yes, I will. I sure 
will.” 

Tomorrow night he was back 
and again I felt impressed to ask 
him, I said, “Did you ask God fora 
job?” 

He said, “Yes.” 

I said, “Did you get one?” 

He said, “No I didn’t.” 

His wife spoke up and Said, 
“He did, too, he worked all day 
today.” 

“Ah, but,” he said, “that’s not 
the job I asked for.’ 

“Well,” I said, “you go home 
today and go in the secret closet 
and you say, ‘Now, Lord, I’m not 
going to turn this thing loose. 
You have said that I have not 
because I ask not’.” And, I Said, 
“you say, ‘Lord if there is any- 


me; if there is anything in my 
heart that doesn’t please You— 
if this prayer itself isn’t the kind 
of prayer You could honorably 
answer to Your own glory, why 
show me and I'll change it. But, 
Lord, I'm going to ask you to) 
give me a job. You taught me to 
say, ‘Give us this day our daily 
bread.’ ” I said, ““Will you do that, 
and will you stay there before 
God until He gives you assurance 
about it?” 
He said, “I sure will.” 
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Teo Soul-winners:—I will send you free as 
many of either of the two-page, to-the- 
point gospel tracts named below as you 
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Hold?”’, ‘*The Birth,”” a 
Hell, God’s Peniten ' for Sin- 
ners.” Send and this to: 
tantene ere John L. Bray, 1066 La 
Rue St., Se. rida. 


it’s sure hard to get a job these 
days.” A lost man here, he says 
the same thing, “Yes it sure is 


years old or if you have no 

nical training,’ etc. The lost man 
and the Lord’s man both say the 
same thing. Neither one has any 
help. They go and thay depend on 
the employment bureaus, they de- 
pend on recommendations, they 
depend on the government. What 
is the difference, then? What good 
is there in being a Christian if 
you can't get anything from God? 
Well, God’s appointed way for a 


ing. 

Here is a farmer. How shall this 
farmer make a crop. I know some- 
body says, “Well, he ought te 
work hard.” That’s right. You say, 
“He ought to break his ground 
and plow his ground; he ought to 
plant his seed and kill the weeds.” 
Yes, that is all right, but I have 
known people who plowed and 
who cultivated and who harvest- 
ed, but there wasn’t anything to 
harvest. God didn’t send the rain, 
and it takes more than the work, 
The truth of the matter is, my 
friend, that praying doesn’t mean 
that you'll do less work. The right 
kind of praying will ask God to 
show you what and will get the 
answer as to where to work and 
how and what kind of work will 
be fruitful. God’s appointed way 
for a man to have a good crop if 
he is a farmer is to pray; and 
God’s appointed way for a man to 
get a job is to pray; God's ap- 
pointed way for a man to get wel 
if he is sick, is to pray. I know it 
is all right to use doctors and 
medicine which are oftentimes 
mentioned in the Bible. Luke was 
the beloved physician. And Paul 
said to Timothy to take a little 
grape juice for his stomach. To 
be sure means are all right, but 
the point is this, that it is God 
Who handles the means, it is God 
Who does things. And a Christian 
ought to depend on God for every- 
thing he gets. Prayer is the way 
to get things from God, for a 
child of God. So, the first thing to 
do is to pray. : 


Ask For Anything You Want 

I want you to notice another 
thing here. It is quite clear, then, 
that a Christian should ask for 
anything he wants. Now you 
think I am getting in deep water. 
I am, blessed be God, I am get- 
ting in deep water because the 

(Continued on page six) 
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PAGE THREE 


(Continued from page one) 

of divinity in every human breast”: 
when false teachers tell us that 
sin is only a figment of the im- 
agination; and when almost the 
whole world has gone “hog-wild” 
for “the world, the flesh and the 
Devil.” God said it would be that 
way. He said: 


“ 


. in the last days perilous 
s shall come. . 


. men shall be lovers of their 
own selves. .. 


“ . . lovers of pleasures more 
than lovers of God” (II Tim 
371-5). 

He said that :n that day men 
will not want the truth. 


“For the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doc- 
trine; but after their own lusts 
shall they heap to themselves 
teachers, having itching ears; 


“And they shall turn away their 
ears from the truth, and shall be 
turned unto fables.” (II Tim. 
4:3, 4). 

Before our very eyes we are 
seeing the fuifilment of these 
prophecies. On eve .” hand, people 
are turning their backs on the 
Word of God and are rushing un- 
heedingly along the path which 
leads to damnation. We must 
warn them of their wickedness. 
We must tell them of the danger 
of losing their souls and being 
We must point 
to the Scriptures and show them 
that “the soul that sinneth, it 
shall die” (Ezek. 18:4); that 
“. . . the wages of sin is death”; 
(Rom. 6:23), “that sin, when it is 
finished, bringeth forth death,” 
(James 1:15) that “. .. be sure 
your sin will find you out (Num. 
32:23). But, more than that, we 
must preach the positive declara- 
tion of God’s Word, that “. . . all 
have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God!” (Rom. 3:23). We 
must insist that men, all men, are 
born in sin. David said: 

“Behold, I was shapen in in- 

iquity; and in sin did my mother 
conceive me” (Psa. 51:5). 
The Bible is crystal clear on 
this matter and people need to be 
faced with these inescapable facts. 
Listen: ! 

“The wicked are estranged from 
.the womb: they go astray as soon 
‘as they be born, speaking lies” 
(Psa. 58:3). 


.s“That which is born of the flesh 


“Wherefore, as by one man sin 


by sin; and so death passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned” 
(Rom. 5:12). 


“Among whom also we all had 
our conversation (manner of liv- 
ing) in times past in the lusts of 
flesh, fulfilling the desires of 
flesh and of the mind; and 
were by nature the children of 
wrath, even as others” (Eph. 2:3). 


“The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked: 
-who can know it?” (Jer. 17:9). 

How can any man dare to con- 
trovert the testimony of these- 
passages from God’s Word? Is 
it possible that men are willing 
to overlook these terrible claims? 
Can it be that men will insist 


or even divinity in the light of 
these plain declarations? Yes! 
Unthinkable though it may seem, 


are trying to deny that 


ee 


DOOMED, 
Yet There Is Hope 


Every true student of the Bible 
knows that if one would win souls, 
the first principle he must learn 
is that God never promises salva- 
tion to a righteous man. Salva- 


tion is for the ungodly, the lost, 
the sinner, and hence, it is neces- 
sary that a verson be made to 
realize that he is a sinner, con- 
demned, and lost forever without 
God, before he can possibly be 
saved. We know that this is a 
hard dose for most people to take, 
but unless it is taken, there can 
be no possibility of salvation. 


I. GOD’S INDICTMENT OF THE 
HUMAN RACE 


In the great Epistle to the Ro- 
mans which is preeminently the 
Epistle of Justification, the Book 
that tells men how to be made 
righteous, Paul takes great pains 
to prove that men are altogether 
lost and ungodly. Before he can 
present the great doctrines of jus- 
tification, santification and glori- 
fication, he must demonstrate the 
fact that all men are under con- 
demnation. Hear him in Romans 
3:9-18: 

“What then? are we better than 
they? No, in no wise: for we 
have before prove both Jews and 
Gentiles, that they are all under 
sin; : 

“As it is written, There is none 
righteous, no, not one; 


“There is none that understand- 
eth, there is none that seeketh 
after God. 


“They are all gone out of the 
way, they are together become un- 
profitable; th~ 2 is none that doeth 
good, no, not one. 


~~... 


“Their throat is an sepulchre; 
with their tongues they have used 
deceit; the poison of asps is under 
their lips: 

“Whose mouth is full of cursing 
and bitte-ness: 

“Their feet are swift to shed 
blood: 

“Destruction and misery are in 
their ways: 

“And the way of peace have they 
not known: 


“There *s no fear of God before 
their eyes.” 


This is God’s great indictment 
of the human race. How complete 
and how sweeping are its charges! 
How all-inclusive its denunci- 
ations! Let us look at each count 
in the indictment carefully. 


1. “None Righteous.” “.. . there 
is none righteous, no, not one.” 
That ought to be a knock-out 
blow. All nave failed somewhere 
in something! No one is excluded, 
no exceptions are made. God says 
“no matter what kind of a back- 
ground you have had, regardless 
of what kind of home you have 
been brought up in, and even 
though you are a member of the 
finest church on earth, and tithe 
and work in the Sunday School, 
give to the poor to live up to the 
Golden Rule, have beén baptized, 
have partaken of the Lord’s Sup- 
per; even though you may be re- 
spected in your community as a 
fine citizen, a faithful parent, a 
man of unimpeachable character 
and the very bes: of habits; even 
though your wife or your husband 
or your friends think you are the 
finest person on earth, even you, 
are not righteous!” 

Completely disregarding the 
claims of men, absolutely con- 
trary to the propaganda of our 
modern religionists and educators, |: 


Word of God states like a bolt of 


lightning from the heavens, 
a ee 
one!” 


2. But chat is only the begin- 
ning, there is yet more. Under 
the direction of the Holy Spirit, 
Paul brings us the second count 
in the great indictment. “There 
is none that understandeth.” 

In Psalm 14:2, we read: “The 
Lord, looked down from “heaven 
upon the children of men, to see 


if there were any that did under- | 


stand, and seek God.” And, what 
was his verdict? After searching 
man’s heart wit! the piercing eyes 
of His holiness, He concludes 
“There is none that understand- 
eth.” The word implies that men 
have not tried to understand God, 
though given opportunities to un- 
derstand Him, though granted the 
privilege of becoming acquainted 
with the ways of God. As a whole, 
mankind has become wilfully ig- 
norant concerning God. 


A thousand different illustra- 


tions might be used to prove that 


man does not understand God, but 
the latest one was brought to my 
attention through a report I read 
in the newspaper, dated December 
14th, 1944. It tells of the tragic, 
heart-rending, shameful story of 
the suicide of Lupe ‘’elez, one of 
Hollywood’s most famous ac- 
tresses. The article says that her 
blue-pajama-clad body was found 
in bed by her secretary. On a 
bedside table was a partially filled 
bottle of sleeping tablets from 
which she had taken the overdose 
that sent her into eternity. Under 
the bottle was a note to her sec- 
retary and another one to a 
French actor by the name of Har- 
old Ramond with whom she had 
just broken off her latest romance. 
The note read as follows: 


“May God forgive you and for- 
give me, too, but I prefer to take 
my life away and my baby’s be- 
fore I bring him witl shame or 
kill him. "Yow could you, Harold, 
fake such great love for me and 
our baby when all the time you 
did not want us? I see no other 
way out for me, so good-bye and 
good luck to you. Love, Lupe.” 


As I read the article I said, “O 
God, what fools people are. They 
sell their bodies in sin, spend their 
lives in living for the world, the 
flesh and the Devil, take no 
thought whatever of God, and 
then in the midst of stark trag- 
edy, as they are about to be swept 
into eternity by their own hand, 
they say, ‘May God. forgive.’ ” 

Lupe Velez said, “I sec no other 
way out.” What a shame, when 
the Bible was written for people 
just like her, written to point 
awful, black-hearted, shameful, 
sinful men to the One Who said: 
“IT am the way the truth and the 
life.” How true it is that men do 
not understand God! 


3. “There is non that seeketh 
after God'’ Do men seek after 
God? In this horrible fact pre- 
sented concerning all men, Paul 
tells us ‘““There is none that seek- 
eth after God.” clow tragic! Here 
is that selfishness which has been 
a dominating trait of the human 
race ever since the days of Adam 
and Eve. A characteristic which 
has become increasingly prominent 
through the years and which is a 
special part of man’s make up in 
the last days, “Men shall be lov- 
ers of their own selves.” All men 
seek their own. They are not in- 
terested in Cod. They are inter- 
ested only in their own selfish 
desires and ambitions. 


4. “Gone Out of the Way.” The 
fourth count ir the indictment 
presents one of the most serious 
charges that God could level 
against the human race. “They 
are all gone out of the way.” 
They knew that there was a way, 
and they knew what that way 
was, but they deliberately turned 
‘their backs on the truth. “And 
this is the condemnation, that 
light is come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than 


, the| light, because their deeds were 


evil.” (John 3:19 So it is to- 


day. Men know that there is a} 


new way of life; they know that 


| Jesus Christ is that Way; they 


have heard about it, they have 
read about it; they have been 
urged to walk in it, but they 
have deliberately and unhesitat- 
ingly turned their backs on the 
truth. It was true two thousand 
years ago ven as it is today. 

I know of a young man in Dal- 
las, Texas, who knows the truth 
and wha has had repeated oppor- 
tunity to get right with God. He 
has a sweet, Christian wife who 
loves him and has done everything 
within her power to get him to 
accept Christ as his Saviour. He 


has a godly mother who has like- 
wise done her best ‘o lead him te 
trust Christ, but although he 
knows the way, ..- has persistently 
refused to walk in it. He recently 
went into the army and after be- 
ing away frc 1 home and Chris- 
tian influences for awhile, he went 
deeply into sin. He met another 
woman, left his lovely, Christian 
wife, started drinking, carousing 
and in general, throwing his life 
away. His wife, who loved him, 
(Continued on page four) 


FAMOUS BOOKS! 


Here are some really great books and sets of books, 
specially needed by preachers, teachers and students. 
They are not new books—if they were they would not 
have been proven‘as these have been. 
the most popular and most essential reférence and study 
books. We recommend them heartily to you. 


COMMENTARY ON 


THE WHOLE BIBLE 
(Critical and explanatory) by 


ese are among 


Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown. The 
best one volume commentary; 605 
large pages, two columns to the 
page. Widely commended by Chris- 


volume only.... 


tian leaders of all denominations - 
including Lewis 
D.D.; Dr. Robert G. Lee, D.D.; Dr. 
Harry A. Ironside, Litt. D.; Dr. 
Walter A. Maier, D.D., and the late 
Dr. George W. Truett. 

volume only | 


YOUNG'S ANALYTICAL CONCORDANCE 


The very best concordance containing about 311,000 ref- 
erences. You can find the exact Greek or Hebrew word, 
It also contains index lexicons to the Old or New Testa- 
ments; a complete list of proper names and a supplement 
on recent discoveries in Bible lands. A good big book 
about 1400 large three-column pages. Especially recom- 
mended by the editors and used continually. 


Sperry Chafer, 


Price per 
$4.95 


Price for 


$7.50 


Price for 17 volumes only... 


AKA Ieee MACLAREN, D.D. 


Expositions of Holy Scripture. A 17-volume set with 
about 400 pages to the volume. A famous commentary. 


a8 $25.00 


animated maps. Price only 


BIBLE STORY BOOK 
By Elsie E. Egermeier. The best Bible story book for 
children. True to the Bible. Beautifully colored pictures, 
rich binding; gift volume. Here are 234 Bible stories, 
608 pages, and over 200 pictures. Self-pronouncing type; 


TAKING MEN ALIVE 


By Charles G. Trumbull, Litt. D., former editor of the 
Sunday School Times. Study i in the principles and prac- 
tices of individual soul winning. Popular and eco 


196 pages for only.......... 


145 WN. Hale Sf. 


THE CHRISTIAN’S SECRET OF A 
HAPPY LIFE 


By Hannah Moore. A new and enriched edition. A million 
copies sold. Popular with young Christians; ” 


JOSEPHUS 


His life and works; illustrated. Tells about John the 
Baptist, Jesus, Herod, etc. Used as a commentary on the 
life and time of Christ and the antiquities of the Jews. 
1055 large two-column pages. Price only 


STREAMS IN THE DESERT 
By Mrs. Charles E. Cowman. The 
best and most popular daily devo- 
tional book. Rich; the best quotations 
from Christian authors, tender Bible 
expositions, sweet poetry. Also help 
for the troubled, help for every day. 
Here are 376 pages for only 


ee 


ic $1.50 


All the above are standard works, sold at standard prices 
and recommended heartily by the best Christian leaders. 


Order Today from 


SWORD BOOK ROOM 


$1.25 


$3.50 


Wheaton, liiinois 
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was unwilling to give him a di- 
vorce and ..e has taken this other 
woman, (a common, cheap street- 
woman), whe’ -ver he has been 
sent, since he is still in this coun- 
try. He lives with her in sin and 


breaks the laws of God and the 
Jand in his awful debauchery. He 
could be prosecutei for violating 
the Mann Act and he knows it, 
but he delibe-ately turns his back 
on the way of truth irc righteous- 
ness, and walks in the paths that 
lead to destruction and 
Surely, this is a tragedy, but the 
most solemn part of it comes with 
the realization that this case is 
only a sample of the multiplied 
thousands in every State in the 
Union and every country: on the 
face of the earth. “. .. they are 
all gone out of the way,” 


5..“. . . Umprofitable. .. . 
“They have together become un- 
profitable.” The word in the orig- 
inal; means 
worthless.” <* ‘an’s chief respon- 
sibility is to glorify God, but man 
has dishonored Him instead of 
glorifying Him. So much so that 
God says, “‘he is of no use; he is 
worthless.” Here again we notice 
that this runs in direct opposition 
to the trend of moaern thought. 
In our day, man is being glorified 
and even defied. He is lauded and 
applauded and even God Himself 
is. set aside in order that man’s 
ideas, man’s ambitions may be 
realized. Tris is how far man has 
wandered in so-called Christian 
America from the teachings of his 
forefathers and the precepts of the 
Bible..: Man in his waregenerate 
state is unprofitable according to 
God’s Word. 


6. “. ... None That Doeth Good.” 
As the Divine’ Judge, God seems 
to ‘summarize the first five points 
in the indictment as He hurls the 
sixth count out for our consider- 


3 MILLION JEWS 
HAVE PERISHED 


In spite of all 


that has been 
published, many 
still do not’ re- 
alize the extent 
and horror of 
the special trag- 
edy endured by 
Jews and Jewish 
Christians of 
Europe. Over 
three million of 
these tragic peo- 
ple have _ per- 
ished since the 
war began. 8% 
of the Jewish dead have fallen in 
actual warfare. The remaining 
2,770,000 deaths resulted from 
liberate Nazi methods of planned 
starvation, forced labor, mass de- 
portation and methodical massacres. 


* o 


We have had the privilege of 
rescuing and succoring large num- 
bers not only in_ our Refugee 
Homes in Great Britain but in 
many other ways. We urgently 
need funds to continue our work 
of mercy. We implore Christians 
,to help us now before it is too late. 
"Even a small gift will enable us to 
nourish refugees and continue our 
blessed Hebrew €hristian testimony 
amongst Christ’s afflicted brethren. 
NOTE: Free booklet, “The Present 
ay, Attempt to Destroy the Jews” 

“The British White Paper and 
Palestine” gladly sent on request, 


Pre ate 


N. Albany “A Ave., Chicago 25, Ill. 
1 Bellevue Ave., Toronto, 
Ontario 
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DOOMED—Yet Hope 


you say, 


shame. ced? 


‘No, I do not stretch the point, 


“to become useless,’ 


de-. 


of cursing and bitterness.” A heart 


| blood of men and women who have 


| The evidence is inescapable, in’ 


| State............ 3 


ation. Listen to it: “There is 
none that doeth good, no, not 
one.” No doubt, there will be 
some who will say “that is not 
true, for even though we are not 
saved, we are doing some good.” 
Be careful lest you be found guilty 


of calling God a liar. His Word 
standeth sure, and He has not 
made an over-statement as some 
wicked men have suggested. He 
meant just «vyhat He said. But 
“What about the kind 
deeds we do for our friends in 
‘What about our church 
attendance, membership, and con- 
tributions, our service for the Red 
Cross and Community Service 
Organizations? A-e -you .not 
stretching the point a little when 
you say that God mean~ that no 
unconverted person does good?” 


for that is the clear teaching of 
the Bible. In the sight of man 
your deeds may appear to be good 
and worthy of pri: but in God's 
sight they are not, for God’s Word 
teaches that n. unsaved person is 
capable of doing anyti.ing that is 
really good in His sight. Take a 
good look at all of your righteous- 
nesses, measure them carefully, 
weigh them thoughtfully, and then 
listen to the words of God through 
His prophet, Isaiah: 

“But we are all as at. unclean 
thing, and all of our righteous- 
nesses are as filthy rags; and 
we all do fade as a leaf; and our 
iniquities, like the wind, have 
taken us away” (64:6). 

7. “Their Throat An Open 
Sepulchre.” Right here it seems 
that God changes His position 
from that of the Divine Judge 
to that of the Great Physician and 
in verses thirteen through fifteen, 
He makes ~-a careful diagnosis of 
man’s physical condition. He says 
first, “Their throat is an open 
sepulchre”’; The corruption within 
is likened unto the ,utrid decay 
of an open grave. It is a picture 
of death, decay and moral stench 
exposed and open for all who have 
eyes to behold. 


8. Tongues Have Used Deceit. 
The Great Physician continues 
His diagnosis by revealing ‘With 
their tongues they have used de- 
ceit.” Remember, Jesus said, “Ye 
are of your father, the Devil, and 
the lusts of your father ye will 
do ... for he is a liar, and the 
father of it” (John 8:44)... No 


wonder, then, that lying and de-'| 


ception are characteristic of the 
unregenerate man. 


9. Poison of Asps Under Lips. 
Passing on to the ninth point in 
the indictment, we read, “The 
poison of asps is under their lips.” 
It is the poison inserted at the 
very beginning of the human race 
into the very nature of man by 
that old sergent, the Devil, and 
Satan. It manifests itself in a 
thousand ways and on every hand. 
Sharp, biting criticism, castigating 
oaths, blood-curdling curses, in- 
famous’ blasphemy, _ backbiting, 
gossiping and evil speaking are 
all products of this evil source. 

10. Mouth Full of Cursing and 
Bitterness. “Whose mouth is full 


that is “deceitful above all things 
and desperately wicked,” will na- 
turally manifest itself in this way 
for the Bible teaches that “out of 
the abundance of the heart, the 
mouth speaketh.” 


11. Feet Swift to Shed Blood. 
“Their feet are swift to shed 
blood.” Bitterness and hatred pro- 
duce murder. It is not a pleasant 
thought but we must face the 
actual facts just as they are. As 
we look over the pages of history 
we cannot help but see that they 
are dripping wet with the red 


been slain by their fellow men. 


peoples there is that tell-tale scar- 
let stain that bears mute witness 
to the tragic truth of the state- 
ment: “Their feet are swift to 
shed blood.” 


12. Destruction and Misery in 
Their Ways. Once again God 
changes His role and we see Him 
now not as the ivine Judge, nor 
as the Great Physician, but as the 
Divine Historian. With piercing 
discrimination God looked back 
over the four thousand years: of 
human history that had already 
transpired; with prophetic vision 
He looked into the more than two 
thousand years that would follow, 
and with calm deliberation He 
wrote: “Destruction and misery 
are in their ways.” To anyone’ who 
has eyes to see and ears to hear, 
this passage is certainly not a 
mystery. Witnessing the terrible 
devastation, and chaotic destruc- 
tion of the present global war we 
are forced to confess to the ac- 
curacy of the charge. 


13. Way of Peace Not Known. 
Approaching the end of this long 
list of charges against the human 
race, the Spirit instructed Paul 
to write, “The way of peace have 
they not Known.” Having deliber- 
ately chosen to turn their backs 
on God and to accept the way of 
death, this is the only possible 
result. It is rot that they do not 
desire peace, for they do.. They 
plan for it, they writ: about: it, 
and they promote it, periodically, 
but it never materializes. For 
“when they say peace, peace, then 
sudden des ruction cometh upon 
them,” it is because they have 
chosen to go the way that leads 
to destruction rather than the way 
that leads to peace, and so “the 
way of peace have they not 
known.” 


14. No Fear of God. In final, 
sweeping denunciation, the Divine 
Historian writes, ‘There is no fear 
of God before their eyes,” and 
with this, He tells us that man is 
utterly lacking in wisdom for the 
Bible teaches, “‘the fear of God is 
the beginning of wisdom.” No fear 
of God! With. cool indifference 
and calculated scorn they go on 
their way absolutely unconcerned 
about the attitude of God toward 
their son and shame. Men will 
laugh and mock and ridicule the 
things of God. They will scorn 
the teachings of the Bible. They 
will desecrate the Lord’s Day and 
the Lord’s house. They will 
blaspheme His Holy Name and 
‘impugn His motives, but they will 
not fear Him! ” 


As Divine Judge and Historian 
and as the Great Physician God 
has presented us witha portrait 
of the human race as it is. seen 
through His eyes. Summing it all 
up in verse twenty-three He says, 
“For all-have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God.” This 
is what the Bible actually teaches 
concerning man, and such a man 


done, without hope in himself, 
doomed and damned and headed 
for perdition. - 


It is a hopeless picture of a 
completely degenerate humanity. 
Not only does it describe man’s 
utter depravity, but it also proves 
man’s total inability to help him- 
self or to do anything that would 
satisfy the righteous demands of 
a holy God. It is a desperate, 
dark, horrible picture describing 
man’s awful predicament, without 
righteousness, vithout God -and 
without hope! | 


II GOD’S REVELATION OF 
HIS SAVING GRACE 


If this was all I had to present 
to you as a message from God, 
we would be of all men most mis- 


God, there is a great deal more! 
It is over against this awful pic- 
ture of the blackness of man’s 
sin and the depravity of the hu- 
man race that God presents the 
glorious picture of His matchless 
grace, and through this picture 
God says “though man is a guilty 
sinner; one born in sin; though 


every age, among all nations and 


he. is without a righteousness of 


is accursed by God, is lost and un-. 


erable. But there is more. Thank 


his own, thc gh it i: impossible 
for him to lease God in any way 
in his present condicion, though 
he is under condemnation and ut- 
terly without hope, there is a way 
of escape! There is a w.y of vic- 


tory! Hear the wondrous words, 
and see the mighty contrast be- 
tween the picture they present 
and. the one at which we have 
been looking: 


“Being jusified freely by His 
grace through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus.” (Rom. 3:24). 


This is the. message of God’s 
unlimited grace. It is the mes- 
sage that tells us that wicked and 
sinful man can be made justified 
without any cost to _ himself 
through the redemption of the 
all-sufficient Saviour. What a mes- 
sage! Let us examine it carefully. 


1. Justification Provided. 


First of all, this passage teaches 
that the very men described in 
the great indictment may be so 
completely transformed, so entire- 
ly changed, so literally revolution- 
ized as to cause them to stand be- 
fore God the very opposite of what 
they were. Instead of being unjust 
and unrighteous, they can be just 
and right in the sight of a holy 
God. It throws the door of hope 
wide open. What a mighty revela- 
tion! Undone man may enjoy the 
light of God’s smile of approval 
and blessing through justification. 
The question that is naturally 


asked. is, “How can we receive 
this justification? What will it 
cost ? 


2. How Justification Is Provided. 
The answer is clear and simple. 
Three things are said in reply to 
this question: 

The first is:—“It is free.” No 
charge, no expense wkatever con- 
nected with justification. How 
could a man who was nothing, 
had nothing and could never hope 
to be anything in himself ever 
hope to pay or to do anything that 
would be acceptable to God? Such 
a thing was unthinkable and im- 
possible. If man was to be justi- 
fied, it was necessary to provide 
a way that would meet the need 
of men in this condition. It would 
have to be within the reach of 
every man. So God said: “I will 
not demand a thing from man 
other than his acceptance of what 
I have to offer.” Salvation, right- 
eousness, justification is offered to 
all men without charge, and thus, 
all men are included so far as the 
possibility of enjoying these bless- 
ings is concerned. No man is too 
poor, or too weak, and none is 
too ignorant to take advantage of 
this free gift of God. God “gave” 
His Son and through His Son 
“gives” the gift of eternal life. -It 
is free; there is no charge. 

Second, God says “it is by | 
grace.”’ What does that mean? It 
means that’ God loves you in spite 
of all the true things He said 
about you in the great indictment. 
It means that although you do 
not deserve His mercy and His 
love, and more than that, although 
you deserve the very opposite of 
these, yet, God loves you in spite 
of yourself. The proof of this love 
is given in the gift of His Son. 
It is written in blood; the Blood 
of His Cross. It was dramatized 
on Calvary. Yes, it is “By grace 
are ye saved through faith,” as 
Paul wrote to the Ephesian 
church. 


The third thing God says about 
how justification is provided is 
that it is: “. . . through the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus.” 
Here God makes it plain that He 
is able to offer justification with- 
out charge to man because of the 
redemption in Christ. It is the 
message of the old: hymn:— 

“Jesus paid it all, 

All to Him I owe, 
Sin had left a crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow.” 


God wants us to realize that al- 
though jusification is freely given 
to all who will receive it, it is 
possible for this offer to be made 
only because there is redemption 
in Christ. It costs us nothing, but 
it cost God everything! It cost 


Christ everything! Who will ever 
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| 


be able to fathom the depths of 
the love of God that made Him 
willing to pay the price of our 
redemption and justification? Pe- 
ter tells us: 

“ .. ye are not redeemed with 


corruptible things, as silver and’ 


gold . .. But with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb with- 
out blemish and without spot 
(I Pet. 1:18-19).. 

That which could not be pur- 
chased with the wealth of the 
whole world was bought. by the 
Blood, the life-Blood of the Son 
of God. This is the price it took 
and this is the price God was & 


ing to pay in order that 
guilty, Hell-deserving sinners d 
be saved. This-is the measure of 
His love for you and me. In his 
recent book, “Life’s Supreme De- 
cision,’’ Dr. C. E, Matthews, Pastor 
of the Travis Avenue Baptist 
Church of Ft. Worth, Texas, cites 
the following incident: 


“The greatest love story we 
have ever witnessed happened 
near our church. Years ago there 
was a large family of ten that 
moved into our section of the 
city. They were destitute. Our 
ladies found them and immedi- 
ately our church set out to help 
them. We found them a little two- 
room cottage in a sparsely settled 
district near a railroad. Rent was 
cheap. The church members gave 
them clothes, second-hand furni- 
ture, bedding and food. The hus- 


band obtained work with the city. 


The wife and mother was a semi- 
invalid. They all came to church.. 
There was: not a Christian in the 
family. Everyone of them who was 
old enough to know what it meant 
made a prof. sion of Christ and 
was baptized. A little eleven-year- 
old girl named. Ophelia was one 
of the converts. She was the old- 
est girl in the family. Because of 
a sick mother, this little, slender, 
undernourished child was house- 
keeper and cook and did the wash- 
ing for a father, mother, and 
seven brothers and sisters. We 
have never been able to under- 
stand how she did it. 


One day a Mrs. Frank Roark, 
wife of one of our deacons, phoned 
me and said, “Brother Matthews, 
a terrible accident has happened 
at Mr. Paul’s home. Can you go 
over there?” I immediately went 
Getting out of my car, I walked 
up to that little two-room shack 
and knocked on the door, Mr. 
Paul opened the door, and invited 
me in. The room where I entered 
was a kitchen, dining room anda 
bedroom all in one. There wasn't 


‘a good piece. of furniture in it. 


There was an old made-over. table, 
a broken rocking chair, and pine 
| boxes were used to sit on. There 
was an old rusty cook stove in 
which they burned coal for fuel. 


Its four legs rested on _ blocks. of. 


wood. There was an old green 
iron bed in the corner. On it lay 
little Ophelia Paul. She was lying 
on her face, and her body was 
covered from her head to her hips 
with gauze. A little baby, the 
youngest of the children, was cry- 
ing on the floor. I could tell 


the little girl was i grea QE : 
tress. I asked, “Brother Paul, what 


has happened?” He _ answered, 


“Yesterday Ophelia was sweeping — 


the floor. She was getting ready 
to wash some clothes. She had 


-|a large boiler of hot scalding wat- 


er on the stove. The baby here 
was crawling near the stove. Un- 
doubtedly he must have pulled one 
of the wooden blocks from under- 


neath a leg of the stove, because _ 


the stove suddenly tipped to one 
side and the boiler of water was 
turned over. Ophelia was near by. 
The boiler of water was falling 
right on top of the baby and 
would have scalded him to death. 
Ophelia didn’t have time to pick 
him up; she just fell over him, 
and the boiler of scalding hot wat- 


er fell on her and burned her flesh 


to the bone.” I looked over at the 
bed. There she lay without a groan 
or a murmur. The tears were 
dripping from her face the 
bed. There was the little baby 
(Continued on page five) 
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answers prayers as He did in Bible times and for our 
fathers. Here one can learn how to pray in the will of 
God, grow in faith, really get things from God and live 
. the joyful life of daily answered prayer.” 

It changes lives. A minister writes: “I have been in a spiritual 
rut for ten years. Have done no good in the ministry, I re- 
ceived your book on Prayer. Read part of it, and oh how it 
has brought me and the Lord back so close together.” A 
Minnesota lady says: “We never had a family altar, but. 
after reading your book we now have fellowship every 
morning and evening.” A lady in Tennessee writes “... that 
book just led my husband to have to pay $48.00 for a cow 
he bought- thirty years ago.” A grandmother in Hlinois writes 
how that after reading this book she was encouraged to pray 
for the salvation of her son and grandson, then with joyful 
heart she tells how both were gloriously saved. 
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Mail coupon TODAY 
PREE!NDEA BOOK for Daily Vacation Bible 


Please send me your FREE IDEA BOOK to help make our 
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1. A Prayer-Hearing God. 
2. Why Pray? 
3. Prayer Is Asking. — 
4. The Answer to Prayer Is Re- 

ceiving. 
5. Praying for Daily Bread. 
6. Asking Bread for Sinners. 
7. Praying for Healing. 
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. Praying for Healing, Cont'd. 

. Praying for Anything and 
Everything You Want. 

10. Praying in the Will of God. 

11. Definite Praying. 
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13, Just Pray! 


Be, 
2 
= > 
4 © 
a | 


nee te ee 
— 
vw 


Name 


i 


ie |] 14. Praying Through. : sturdy cloth binding. | 
’ = - Why Fast and Pray All this for onl at acd cecal . 
City . ‘ee 16. bom f Prayers to an Almighty (Low price due to i aN circulation and the fact that the author refuses te take 
a os Bae Got Weck. Mivaitas ToT ca o < Oelian bodes Been 
Church 18. Miracles Today 


3 


| 214 WEST WESLEY STREET WHEATON, ILLINOIS | 


$4 f the 
of Sunday 
Lessons. 


20. Hindrances to Prayer, Cont'd. 
a: Vos Sn ot Premonmen 


SCRIPTURE PRESS txicnco to. nuinois. 


A 
Sa | 
os. 
» 
i 
& 


BS 
ae 
— 
oo 
yt 
~ 
Ts 
tes 
ot ae 


aS ae POR epi e tee mart te > 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, April 6, 1945" 


By Dr. Robert J. Wells, Associate Director 


Great Union Campaign With Dr. 
Joe H. Hankins In Pontiac, Mich. 


At the request of the Editor, | 


Dr. H. H. Savage, Pastor of the 
First Baptist Church of Pontiac, 
Michigan, has sent us the follow- 


ing report of the great union cam- 


paign recently conducted in that 
city. He says: 

“Evangelist Joe H. Hankins of 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas, has just held 
a real, old fashioned, city-wide, 


union meeting in the city of Pon- 


tiac, Michigan. Between 25 and 
30 churches were actively Cco-op- 
erating, and the campaign closed 
on Sunday night, March 4th, with 
the tabernacle seating nearly 2,000 
crowded to capacity, and with a 
large overflow audience assembled 


in the First Baptist Church. 


“Nearly a year ago, a group of 
Christian men 
Tuesday noon as a luncheon club, 
began thinking of the possibilities 
of such a mecting. They contacted 
ali of the protestant pastors in 
the city regarding it, and found a 
most gratifying spirit of co-opera- 


tion. Prayer meetings were start- | 


ed among the pastors looking for- 
ward to the choice of the right 
leaders and the right plans, etc. 
“As a result, Mr. Horace Dean 
of the Christ For America Com- 
mittee came and presented the 
possibilities of union evangelism 
in such a convincing way, that his 
suggestions were largely accepted 


and followed out during the cam- | 


paign. 

“His recommendations regard- 
ing advertising, organization of 
committees, preliminary meetings, 
etc., were largely followed and 


proved to be of inestimable value. | 


“Through his endorsement, the 


evangelist was contacted, and the 
dates set. Later on, Mr. and Mrs. | 


Harold Alexander were engaged 
to lead the music and to conduct 
meetings for boys and girls. This 


team of Hankins and Alexander 


proved to be all and more than 
was anticipated by the most op- 
timistic. The Alexanders were 
able to get into practically all of 
the schools in the city and ad- 


THROUGH THE BIBLE STUDY 


Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter 
. By Dr. Harlin J, Roeper, Paster 
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arrangement of Bible prophecies 
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vertise the meetings. Then, in 
the afternoons, they contacted as 
many as 2,000 boys and girls at 
the Tabernacle. Their skillful 
handling of such a ‘mob’ was a 
marvel to many, and the results 
were blessed. 


“Evangelist Hankins was un- 
compromising in his preaching of 
the Word, but his winsome dispo- 
Sition and his evident passion for 
souls, won the approval of even 
those who might have disagreed 
with his theological beliefs. He 
was most adroit in handling con- 
troversial subjects. This made it 
possible for all who believed in 
evangelical Christianity to take 
part in the meetings without the 
fear of being used as targets by 
a less experienced evangelist. 

“We can most heartily com- 
mend the most valuable assistance 
of Mr. Horace F. Dean in doing 


the preliminary work; the excel- 


lent ministry of Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold Aléxander in the music 
and the young people’s work; and 
the forceful preaching of the 
Word by Joe Hankins to any com- 
munity that is interested in THE 


| BEVIVAL OF EVANGELISM.” 


The Happy Clarks Independent 


In a letter from evangelist J. 
Gardiner Clark, he writes: 


“The Happy Clarks, Gospel 
Singers, are no longer associated 
with Christ For America, but are 
working independently, as previ- 
ously. You may address them at 
2635 Lenape Road, Philadelphia 
31, Pennsylvania.” 


Evangelist G. P. Comer, Pastor Of. 
First Methodist Church, Waco, 
Texas, In Great Revival In 
San Saba, Texas. 

“The greatest revival ever held 
in San Saba, Texas, was conclud- 
ed on Sunday, March 4th in the 


|| first, prayer is asking. 


) 


: 


San Saba Methodist Church,” re-| 


ports Rev. John K. Beery, Pastor. 
He says: “Evangelist G. P. Comer, 
Pastor of the First Methodist 
Church of Waco, Texas, was the 
preacher, There were many con- 
versions and reclamations 
large crowds and many Christians 
volunteering to give up bridge, 
dancing, and other forms of world- 
liness.” 


Evangelist Comer writes that he 
begins a union meeting: with 32 
Methodist churches in Indianap- 
olis, Indiana on April 8th. Meet- 
ings are to be held in the great 
| downtown Roberts Park Methodist 
Church. 


| BOOKS BY GREAT 
SOUL WINNERS 

“Acts” by Dr. Tronside, over 650 

pages. Paper Bite gee $2; cloth bind- 


ing, $3. 

Ask for big FREE catalog of “best in 
Christian Literature.” Also information 
on this 30-year faith work, 
Armed Force sand others. 
Outstanding Christian Bookstore on the 
West Coast. Service prompt. Satisiac- 
tion assured. Write today. 


Western Book & Tract Go., Inc. 
Dr. H. A. lronside, Pres. 
Dept. SL 171? Fronkdia St., Oakland 12, 


serving 
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(Continued on page two) 
promises of God are ocean deep 
and mountain high. But here it is: 
“Ye have 
not, because ye ask not.” Second, 
answer to prayer is having, “Ye 
have not, because ye ask not.” 
And third, prayer is God's ap- 
pointed way to get what a Chris- 


tian needs and wants. And the 


fourth thing is that you have a 
right to ask for anything in the 
world you want. 

Now you wait, you say, “I don’t 
believe it.” All right what did 
Jesus mean then, in this promise 
I will mention? I'll not discuss 


the conditions mentioned, right 
now—but the simple fact is that 
God intended Christians to pray 
about everything they wanted. 
Listen to John 15:7, “If ye abide 
in me, and my words abide in you, 
ye shall ask what ye will, and it 
shall be done unto you.” Now 
doesn’t that say, and doesn’t that 
mean that God wants you to ask 
for whatever you want.? That’s it! 
He wants you to meet certain con- 
ditions to get it, but He says you 
are to ask for whatever you want. 
“Ye shall ask what ye will.” 


Again what did the Saviour 
mean in John 16, verse 24, when 
He said, “Hitherto have ye asked 
nothing in my name: ask, and ye 
shall receive, that your joy may 
be full.” Now every Christian 
ought to get full satisfaction, 
ought to have his joy filled every 
day by getting all he wants. That 
is the implication of that Scrip- 
ture. 


Here is another one that is even 
clearer than that in Psalm 37.4, 
“Delight thyself also in the Lord; 
and he shall give thee the desires 
of thine heart.” Doesn’t that say 
that the very desires of your | 
heart God will give: you if you 
meet certain conditions? 


Well, wait a minute. Here’s an- 
other one. How plain is this in 
Mark 11:24, “What things soever 
ye desire, when ye pray, believe 
that ye receive them, and ye shall 
have them.” Now we are not talk- 
ing about the condition. We are 
talking about the fact that God 
wants you to pray for “what 
things soever you desire.” 
wants you to ask for anything 
under Heaven you want! Either 
one ,of two things—either you 
ought to ask God for what you 
want, or you ought to quit want- 
ing it. You haven't a right to have 
two compartments of your mind 
and say, “Well, part of this is 
wanting and the other part is 
asking. Here is a part of things 
I'll take to God, and here is a 
part I'll just worry about without 
taking them to God. Here’s one 
part I'll desire, and I'll talk to 


| God about it; and here is another 
| part I'll desire, but I'll keep it a 


secret from God—I'll insulate this 
from God and from my prayer 
life.” No, no! 


Listen to another Scripture. 


| Here it is in Philippians 4, verse 


6, “Be careful for nothing; but 
in every thing by prayer and sup- 
plication with thanksgiving let 
your request be made known unto 
God.” Doesn’t that say that “in 
everything” you are to “make 


} your requests known to God.” It 
| does. A Christian has a right to 


pray about everything he wants. 
Somebody has said, “If wishes 
were horses, then beggars could 
ride.” Well, you could change that 
around a little bit. My friend, 


oS) 


desire, and take Him in your con- 
fidence, then if there is anything 
wrong can get it fixed. 

when come to pray, if there 


God | 


ASKING & HAVING 


God has the spirit, the attitude of 
heart to give you anything that 
would be good for you. And if 
there is something wrong for you, 
it wouldn’t do you good, wouldn't 
glorify God, why, I'd say, “Lord, 
help me to quit wanting it. Just 
turn my heart away from any- 
thing I haven’t got a right to 
want, haven't got a right to pray 
for, haven’t got a right to get 
from God. If it is not right to ask 
for it then I don’t want the desire 
in my heart.” 

Take all your desires to God. 
A Christian has a right to pray 
for anything he wants and every- 


thing he wants. And then if there 
are some of your wants that are 
out of the will of God, I’d ask 
God to fix them. That’s the way 
Paul did. Paul said, “Lord, I’ve 
got a thorn in the flesh.” And the 
word thorn here in the original, I 
understand, means a stake, “I’ve 


got a big old tent peg in me, and- 


it-sure is hard to get along; Lord, 
I--could preach so much better 
if I weren’t bothered with this.” 
Sometimes preachers think, you 
know, preachers say, “Well, if I 
didn’t have to bother about paying 
my bills, I would be -a so much 
better preacher.” Don’t you be- 
lieve it, brother. Don’t you ever 
believe it. No. Somebody said an 
old deacon was praying for a 
preacher and he said, “Lord you 
keep the pastor humble and we 
will keep him poor.” I tell you, a 
little of both may be good for the 
preacher, but Paul said, “Lord, 
take this old thorn out of me. I 
want it so I can serve You better.” 

The Lord said, “Paul, what is it 
you really want?” 


“Well, I want té be a good 
| preacher, I want to be a soul win- 
ner, I want to serve. ....” 


“Well, all right,” the Lord says, 
“but My grace is made perfect in 
weakness, and,” the Lord - said, 
“you need this, it will humble 
your heart. You've had great 
revelations. My strength is made 
perfect in weakness.” 


So Paul said, “All right, Lord, 
then I'll change my prayer, and 
you just leave the stake right 
here, You leave this thorn in the 
fiesh right here. It was sent as a 
messenger from Satan. He intend- 
ed to buffet me with it, but if you, 
dear Heavenly Father, want to 
use it to make me a good preach- 
er, all right, Lord, most gladly 
therefore will I glory in mine in- 
firmities.” 

Now Paul asked what he want- 
ed, and when he found out what 
God wanted then he changed his 
prayer. And that is what you 
ought to do. And when he had 
changed his prayer then he got a 
yes for an answer instead of no. 
Make your prayer according to 
the. will of God, and get “yes” 
for an answer. 


Prayer, Asking, Itself Meets 
All Conditions God Requires 


Another word and I must close, 
and that is this. Did you know 
God wants—Your asking will 
cover all the conditions God has. 
You say, “But, Brother Rice, I 


don’t have any faith much.” Well, 
where are you going to get it? 
Go down to the tavern, I suppose, 
and get drunk, Will that make 
you have any faith? No. Well, 
suppose you say, “I'll never pray 
again for a month and see if my 
faith won't grow.” No, no. Well, 
where will you get faith? Down on 
your knees before God, confessing 
your sins, reading His Word, 
waiting on God! There’s where 
faith will come—in asking. Some- 
body says, “Well, Brother Rice, 
maybe I’m not asking things ac- 
cording to the will-of God. Maybe 


I’m asking something amiss to 
consume it on my own lust.” Well, 


ing headlong your own way, or 
waiting on God’s doorstep, rattling 
God’s doorknob, trying to get a 
conference with God? Don’t you 
think you’d more likely get it fixed 
that way? 

Here is a fine young fellow, he 
came from the country, he is 
rather a hayseed, he hasn’t had 
much culture; 
with a beautiful girl, and he says, 


and he falls in love . 


where would you suppose youd) ss 
‘get it fixed—away from God, 


“My, my, if I could just win that . 


girl!” So he has a date or two 
with this girl. And after that she 
is always busy—‘No, I am sorry. 
I am sorry, I can’t go.” 

And finally he just says, “Here, 
I want to know what’s the mat- 
ter? You don’t have an engage- 
ment all this time. What’s the 
matter?” 


And she says, “Well, the last 
time you went out with me you 
ate onions, and your nails weren't 
very clean, and then yow made a 
noise when you ate soup!” 


What do you think that young 
fello-- would do? You know just 
by hanging around there he'd 
learn a way to correct his faults 
to please her. He sure would! 
And I'll tell you now if there is 
anything wrong, if. your prayers 
don’t reach the throne of God, if 
God doesn’t seem to hear, I'll tell 
you I'd wait on God! Asking is 
the way to get everything. fixed 
between you and God. Of be- 


‘loved people, let us pray! Did you 


know our preaching failures are 
prayer failures? You have not 
power when you preach because 
you ask not. You know Bible 
preachers put the main emphasis 
on prayer; we put it on the talk- 
ing, on the preaching. My, my, my 
we like to talk, we preachers do— 
and so do some other people. But 
I'll tell you now, our failures are 
prayer failures. If we would wait 
on God, then the faith would 
come. If we would wait on God 
our prayers would right them- 
selves so God could hear us. If 
we would wait on God, then God 
would hear us pray; and we could 
have the things we desire. “Ye 
have not, because ye ask not.” 


And maybe there is a lost man. 
In this half a minute let me tell 
you this: if you want to be saved, 
ask God; for here is a plain prom- 
ise about you, too, over in Romans 
10:13, “Whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.” So it is true even in salva- 
tion that you don’t have it becaus 
you never ask God for it. If yo 
want it why don’t you get down 
there in your home and say, “God 
be merciful to me a sinner.” Say, 
“Lord, save me for Jesus’ sake,” 
and you will go home happy. 
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the additional thousands employed 
in the breweries to produce beer 
during World War II would have 
greatly relieved the shortage of 
manpower about which we heard 
so much. But, no, a “wet” ad- 
ministration could not see why 
people should not be permitted 
to waste their time and energies 
im the drinking establishments. 
Over six thousand people are thus 
employed in Dallas County, Texas, 
ne. Multiply Dallas County by 
ll the “wet” counties its size and 
arger—many of them are much 
larger—and you can see how 
much manpower was wasted and 
dissipated in the booze business 
during the war when we needed 
every person possible for con- 
structive work. They could have 
helped in hotels, rooming houses, 
and many other ways if not in 
war plants. 

In addition to this gross waste 
of manpower, much of the after- 
week-end, holiday and pay-day ab- 
senteeism was caused by head- 
aches, hangovers and other forms 
of illness resulting from _ liquor- 
drinking. 

There ts not the shadow of a 
doubt about that. 


The regional director of the 
War Manpower Commission in 
New York in 1942 revealed that 
drunkenness was the _ primary 
cause of absenteeism and Said: 
“The day after payday was found 
to be the worst day for absentee- 
ism, failure to report amounting 
to 50 per cent of the total num- 
ber of employees in some cases.” 


The National Association of 
Manufacturers in 1943 reported 
that in twenty-five war plants lost 
time was greater on Saturday and 
Monday, and “hangovers” were 
mentioned as a conspicuous cause. 


Findings in War Plants 


A study of one steel mill em- 
ploying an average of 14,642 men 
revealed that about three per cent 
of all employees were absent dur- 
ing the year because of drinking; 
each had an average absence of 
6.4 days. In other words, the time 
lost was equal to about 440 men 
“laying off” for a whole week, 

That is what booze cost the war 
effort in that war plant. 

In another factory employing 
18,000 men, 2.6 per cent of them, 
or about 470, lost time on one or 
more occasions because of drunk- 
enness. That is what booze cost 
the war in that plant. 

In a third plant, four pér cent 
of the lost time where two $thou- 
sand workers were employed was 
caused by drunkenness. 

Drinking and drunkenness were 
so rife in an Indianapolis plant 
on Christmas Day, 1943, that on 


ENTEEISM 


New Year’s Day guards stopped 
every man and woman at the 
gates and searched them for liq- 
uor. 


A war plant in Detroit, Michi- 
gan, was reported to have closed 
down for two shifts on Christmas 
Day because so many of its em- 
ployees came to work drunk that 
the management feared they 
would do more harm than good 
and spoil more material than they 
were worth. That is how booze 
hindered and hampered the war 
effort in that plant. 


The Testimony of a Government 
Inspector 

Here is the testimony of an offi- 
cial inspector of shipyard work- 
ers in the New York area in a 
letter dated January 19,1944. He 
wrote: “It is my considerate opin- 
ion that if ‘alcoholic liquors’ were 
placed beyond the reach of ship- 
yard werkers in this area, more 
and better ship repair work would 
be accomplished at less cost to 
the Government. In one large 
yard the past Christmas-New Year 
holiday season labor loss was 
practically’ six days as that yard 
closed rather than try to operate 
as they did in former years.” 


That is how booze hindered the 
war effort in that vital area at a 
time when we needed ships as 
never before. Virtually the entire 
week between Christmas Day and 
New Year’s Day was wasted. be- 
cause of the many employees who 
partook of “Christmas cheer.” 


That took place while thousands 
of your sons were in the fox-holes, 
in the mud and sleet and blood 
and death on world battlefronts! 
That is how booze “backed them 
up”! 


The Testimony of a Labor. Leader 


Many Southern papers were 
complaining about wide-spread ab- 
senteeism and seeking to blame 
organized labor. So Mr. Noel Bed- 
dow, President of the Alabama In- 
dustrial Union Council, made an 
investigation im the plants to find 
out what was causing absentee- 
ism. He found out, just as any- 


| one else would have found out 


anywhere else in the nation. Here 
is what he published in the Bir- 
mingham Post of Birmingham, 
Alabama, on January 30, 1943: 
(Certainly we in labor know 


these unnecessary layoffs should 


be eliminated. Why not look the 
issue squarely in the face, call an 
ace an ace, a spade a spade, and 
put the responsibility at 
where responsibility lies, and, 
knowing this, proceed honestly 
and fearlessly to correct it. Our 
investigation showed that at least 
sixty per cent of these after-pay- 
day and Monday morning layoffs 
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are due te the fact that whisky 
flows so easily and freely im the 
state of Alabama. 


The Testimony of a Liquor Dealer 


Consider another’ testimony. 
This is from a responsible liquor 
dealer. He is Jacob B. Taylor, Di- 
rector of the Ohio State Liquor 
Monopoly System. He was quoted 
by the Columbus Sunday Dispatch 
of September 13, 1942, as saying: 
I believe it an act of sabotage 
to sell even 3.2 beer to war work- 
ers on their way to their jobs. 
Liquor dealers should lean back- 
ward to keep from doing anything 
that would hamper the war effort 
. .. People are not patient at this 
time. Some have sons killed in 
action, missing or prisoners. Fam- 
ilies have been disrupted. Those 
families are not patient with civil- 
ians who do anything that looks 
like it is against the war effort. 
You certainly could call that the 


testimony of a wild-eyed fanatic 


or a blue-nosed paid reformer. It 
did not come from_a representa- 
tive of the Prohibition Party, the 
Anti-saloon League or the 
W.C.T.U. It is the voice of legal- 
ized liquor confessing that men 
and women charged with the re- 
sponsibility of turning out imple- 
ments of war should not be sub- 
ject to the undermining effects of 
alcoholic beverages. He declared: 
“T believe it an act of sabotage to 
sell even 3.2 beer to war workers 
on their way to their jobs.” 


The Verdict of a Judge 


Here is the verdict of a judge. 
He is olice Judge Samuel J. 
Crawford of Santa Monica, Cali- 


fornia. In an article headed 
“Judge Takes a Crack at War 
Plant Drunks” the Associated 


Press declared: 


Defense-plant drunks will sober 
up in the Army if Policeman 
Samuel J. Crawford has his way. 
The judge said he will recommend 
to draft boards the induction of 
all defense-plant intoxicants cited 
before him. He’s tired of hang- 
over absenteeism. He said, “Our 
men on the fighting fronts are not 
taking time off for alcoholic 
sprees.” 


That is what I am talking about. 
The re-legalized booze traffic 
has not only sabotaged our armed 
forces and rendered thousands of 
servicemen unfit or inefficient in 
their service, but it has likewise 


| sabotaged thousands upon thou- 


sands of war-plant workers, 
caused them to lose time or ren- 
der inefficient service. 


In Superior, Arizona, and three 
other near-by towns, the bars vol- 
untarily closed over the week- 


end with the consequent result 
that in those towns Monday-morn- | 


ing absenteeism was reduced from 
290 to 75 per cent in the mines of 
that area. 


One of the greatest things that 
could have been done to accelerate 
war production and hasten the 
winning of the war has. been 
totally ignored by the President 
and Congress: they should have 
declared wartime prohibition and 
closed every beer dive, every night 
club, every road house and every 
honky-tonk. 


The president of.a large Mid- 
western metal machinery produc- 
tion company expressed the con- 
viction of thousands of patriotic 
men and women in a letter to the 
Business Men’s Research Founda- 
tion of Chicago, when he wrote: 
“While I was against prohibition 
when the country was supposed to 
be dry, nevertheless, I’d be glad 
to go back to it, for anything is 


better than the present.” 


- (The above is one of eleven ar- 
ticles which you may have all in 
one 64-page pamphlet entitled 
BOOZE AND THE WAR, for 50c. 
Order from Sword of the Lord 
Publishers, 214 W. Wesley St., 
Wheaton, Illinois, or from Zonder- 


‘van Publishing House, 845 Ottawa 


St., N.W., Grand Rapids, Michi- 


‘gan. You may hear Dr. Sam Mor- 
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What a value! A brand new 
best-selling, up-to-the-minute, book 
retailing at $1.50 or $1.25, free to 
every new member of the SWORD 
BOOK CLUB, and another free 
book for every four monthly selec- 
tions purchased from the Club; 
real book values of popular, best- 
selling Christian literature. Not 
books that have missed the 
market, but books that sell and 
are in current demand. 

Take for example, the premium 
books being offered this month. 
New members of the SWORD 
BOOK CLUB can take their choice 
between “PRAYER—Asking and 
Receiving,” by Dr. John R. Rice, 
or, “THE COMING KINGDOM 


‘OF CHRIST,” also by Dr. John 


R. Rice. The first book is Amer- 
ica’s best-seller on prayer. 40,000 
copies have already been printed 
and a new edition of 20,000 more 
is being printed at the present 
time. The book is in demand all 
over America and is one of the 
most popular Christian books 
available today. It is a large book 
of 328 pages, 21 great chapters, 
endorsed and commended by prac- 
tically every outstanding Christian 
leader in America. 


The second book, “THE COM- 


|+ING KINGDOM OF CHRIST,” is 


Dr. Rice’s latest book, off the 
press just this week! There is 
no question in our minds that that 
it will be one of Dr. Rice’s most 
popular books. It has a mes- 
sage for our time and it is full 
of clear, Scriptual teaching con- 
cerning the return of the Lord to 
this earth, 148 large pages, cloth 
bound with beautiful jacket, 
painted by the painter of Amer- 
ica’s most popular Head of Christ. 

Now, don’t you agree that this 
is a sensational offer, either of 
these two great books free to 
everyone who joins the SWORD 
BOOK CLUB? 


ris week-day mornings, 6:15 a.m. 
over radio WHAS, Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, 840 on your dial—‘a clear 
channel station which blankets 
the nation.’’). 


SENSATIONAL OFFER 


GREAT BOOK VALUES FREE 
FOR JOINING SWORD BOOK CLUB 


By Evangelist Robert J. 


Wells, Associate Editor 
How You Get The Free Book 
Either of these popular books 
is given free to all who subscribe 
to the SWORD BOOK CLUB by 
purchasing our March selection, 
which is the currently popular 


testimony to the faithfulness of 
God, “A Very Present Help”, by 
Lt. General Sir William Dobbie, 
the defender of Malta, “The most 
bombed spot on earth.” This is 
a book which should be read and 
reread. Our judges are unanimous 
in their praise of this unusual 
volume. The retail price which 
members pay is only $1.25, and 
with the purchase of this book, 
you receive either of the two 
above mentioned premium books, 


Unusual Privileges For All 
Members 

When you become a member of 
the SWORD BOOK CLUB, you 
will receive a monthly copy of the 
SWORD BOOK CLUB NEWS, 
which will inform you of our 
monthly selections, chosen by our 
Board of Judges, consisting of ten 
of America’s outstanding Chris- 
tian leaders and the Editors of 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
The judges are as follows: 

JOHN W. BRADBURY, Editor, 
Watchman Examiner, New York 
City; V. RAYMOND EDMAN, 
President, Wheaton College, 
Wheaton, Hlinois; HENRY HEP- 
BURN, Pastor, Buena Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, Chicago, Ill- 
inois; H. A. IRONSIDE, Pastor, 
Moody Memorial Church, Chica- 
go, Illinois; TORREY M. JOHN- 
SON, Pastor, Midwest Bible 
Church, Chicago, Illinois; PAT M. 
NEFF, President, Baylor Univer- 
sity, Waco, Texas; BOBERT G. 
LEE,. Pastor, Bellevue Baptist 
Church, Memphis, Tenn.; TF. RO- 
LAND PHILIPS, Pastor, Arling- 
ton Presbyterian Church, Balti- 
more, Maryland; ROBERT LEE 
STUART, President, Taylor Uni- 
versity, Upland, Indiana; JOHN 
R. RICE, Editor of “THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD”, and ROBERT 
J Associate Editor of 
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George Washington, Christian 


(Continued from page one) 

of faith and prayer, read to him 
daily the “Contemplations” of Sir 
Matthew Hale, which contain 
minute meditations on the Lord's 
prayer. He was catechised for 
geveral months under the Chris- 
tian training of Pastor Green of 
Truro parish. 

When Washington was a lad of 
thirteen he wrote out one hundred 
and ten rules of conduct in com- 
pany and conversation. All of 
them would furnish valuable les- 
sons for us. However, we will 
eonsider only three of them. Rule 
one hundred and eight Says, 
“When you speak of God or His 


attributes, let it be seriously and 


with reverence. 
your natural 


Honor and obey 
parents _although 
they be poor.” Rule one hundred 
and nine says, “Let your recrea- 
tion be manful and not sinful.” 


Rule one hundred and ten says, 


“Labor to: keep alive in your 
breast that little spark of celestial 
fire called conscience.” 


William Dallman says of Wash- 
ington, “His morals were irre- 
proachable; his habits, temporate; 
his sentiments, lofty; his health, 
perfect; his manners, easy and 
dignified; he loved society, but 
was no brilliant talker; he was 
a fine athlete; he loved fox-hunt- 
ing, and he was the best horse- 
man in America.” 

Washington’s religion was early 
founded on a real belief in God. 
Early in life he said: “It is im- 
possible to reason logically with- 
out arriving at a supreme being.” 
John Marshall, the then Chief 
Justice of the United States, wrote 
of his President, “without making 
j}ostentatious profession of his re- 
ligion, Washington was a sincere 
believer in the Christian faith and 
a truly devout man.” - 

While still the President he 
gave the following testimony ad- 
dressing the state governors: “It 
is my earnest prayer..that, God 
would have you and the state over 
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_| which you preside in His Holy pro- 


tection . . . and finally that He 
would be most graciously pleased 
to dispose us all_to do justice, to 
love mercy, and to demean our- 
selves with that charity, humility, 
and pacific temper which were the 
characteristics of the Divine Au- 
thor of our blessed religion, with- 
out an humble imitation of whose 
example in these things we can 
never hope to be a happy nation.” 

Washington always asked a 
blessing at his own table in a 
standing posture. The regular at- 
tendance of the public worship of 
God had a definite place in his life. 
According to Rev. Lee Massey, 
Washington became an active mis- 
sionary in urging others to go to 
church, “No company ever kept 
Washington from church.” The 
rector said, “I have often been 
at Mount Vernon on a Sabbath 
morning when_his breakfast table 
was filled with guests, but to him 
they offered no pretext for neg- 
lecting his God and losing the sat- 
isfaction of setting a good ex- 
ample. Instead of staying home 
out of complaisance to them, he 
used constantly to invite them to 
accompany him.” 

Washington was also an _ ef- 
fective missionary in arousing the 
Indians to the gospel. Fairfax, 
writing. to. Washington, says, “I 
will not doubt your having public 
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the Indian families are your 
guests, that they, seeing your 
plain manner of worship, may 
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their understanding, will more and 
more dispose them to receive our 
baptism, and unite in strict bonds 
of cordial friendship.” 


“During the French and Indian 
War,” Colonel B. Temple says, 
“Washington frequently performed 
devotions himself, reading the 
Scriptures and praying with 
them. At this same time Wash- 
ington writes, 
threats and persuasive means, en- 
deavoured to discontinue gaming, 
drinking, swearing and irregu- 
larities of every kind.” 

A stranger -once .asked at Con- 
gress’ how he could distinguish 
Washington. The reply was, “You 
can easily distinguish him when 
Congress goes to prayer; Wash- 
ington is the gentleman who 
kneels.” 


Some of the recorded orders 
Washington gave during the Rev- 
elution are: ‘The general requires 
of all officers and soldiers, not en- 
gaged in actual duty, a punctual 
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